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Pusiic Law 601, 79TH Coneress 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 
753, 2d session, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Rute X 


SEC. 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 


* * * * * . * 
17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 


Rute XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
* * * * 7 * 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks 
the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any necessary 
remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 


x oN OK * ~ * ~ 
Rute XII 


LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT BY STANDING COMMITTEES 


Src. 136. To assist the Congress in appraising the administration of the laws 
and in developing such amendments or related legislation as it may deem neces- 
sary, each standing committee of the Senate and the House of Representatives 
shall exercise continuous watchfulness of the execution by the administrative 
agencies concerned of any laws, the subject matter of which is within the juris- 
diction of such committee; and, for that purpose, shall study all pertinent re- 


ports and data submitted to the Congress by the agencies in the executive branch 
of the Government, 
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RULES ADOPTED BY THE 85TH CONGRESS 


House Resolution 5, January 3, 1957 
* * * . ’ = 4 


Rute X 


STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con- 
gress, 


* * * « * * * 
(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 
* * * * * * * 


Rute XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
* * * * * * * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities. 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States ef subversive and un-American prop- 
aganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member, 

~ * ok * * ok a 


26. To assist the House in appraising the administration of the laws and in 
developing such amendments or related legislation as it may deem necessary, 
each standing committee of the House shall exercise continuous watchfulness 
of the execution by the administrative agencies concerned of any laws, the subject 
matter of which is within the jurisdiction of such committee; and, for that 
purpose, shall study all pertinent reports and data submitted to the House by 
the agencies in the executive branch of the Government. 
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FOREWORD 


Don’t Say Things. What You 
Are Stands Over You the 
While, and Thunders So That 
I Cannot Hear What You Say 
to the Contrary. 


Ralph Waldo Emerson, 
Essay on Social Aims. 

With this publication, the Committee on Un-American Activities 
begins a presentation of the biographies of Communist leaders who 
serve the Kremlin outside the Soviet Union. 

The committee has already published biographies of the current 
rulers of the Soviet Union and many of its satellites which, together, 
lend increasing emphasis to the maxim of Emerson as cited above. 
In view of the records of Khrushchev and his colleagues, it seems 
incredible that a word must still be said in behalf of the pertinency of 
Emerson’s observation. Yet, again and again, we are confronted 
with such an eager willingness to believe the sweet persuasions of 
communism’s rulers that logic and commonsense assume a strong 
disadvantage. 

Despite the savage suppression of the Hungarian revolution; despite 
the slave camps and secret-police terror in the Soviet Union and 
throughout its satellites; despite the collapse of the recent disarmament 
talks; the rulers of communism can still find an audience for their 
hypocritical avowals of peace. 

Can we enter into agreements with the gangsterdom that has as its 
only goal the annihilation of freedom for all mankind? Can we accept 
the words of men whose broken promises stand as milestones in their 
careers of butchery and despotism? Their records leave no doubt of 
the answer. 

In the first of this new series, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities presents authoritative sketches of Maurice Thorez, head of 
the French Communist Party, and Palmiro Togliatti, leader of Italy’s 
Communists. Both Thorez and Togliatti have been in the service of 
the Kremlin from their earliest youth. They have survived the rany 
shifts and turns of Communist policy and sacrificed friends, associates, 
and principle whenever necessary. Above all, they have willingly 
betrayed their own country when this was found necessary to carry 
out the Kremlin’s foreign policy. For anyone who believes that com- 
munism can compound itself of genuine patriotism, the records of 
Thorez and Togliatti serve as convenient references. Both Thorez 
and Togliatti stand forth as agents of Soviet imperialism, not repre- 
sentatives of a true political movement dedicated to the interests of 
their countrymen. In the event of war, France and Italy, two of our 
allies, would find themselves sorely beset by the army of Communist 
agents and saboteurs commanded by these two men. 

Despite the continuing convulsions within the Kremlin, one thing 
remains certain—the ambitions of international communism have not 
changed. The ultimate objective is world conquest. We can dis- 
regard it only at the cost of our own survival. 


Francis E, Watrer, Chairman. 
vit 












WHO ARE THEY? 


MAURICE THOREZ 
(Secretary-General of the French Communist Party) 


At a time when de-Stalinization, and Soviet barbarism in Hungary, 
have shaken Communists throughout the world, Maurice Thorez 
continues his rule of the French Communist Party with complete 
devotion to the Stalin myth. Today, Thorez could still make his 
boast of being the “most faithful disciple of Stalin outside the Soviet 
Union.” For 27 years he has been Secretary-General of the most 
important Communist party in Western Europe. And for all those 
years he has consistently followed policies designed first of all to 
serve the interests of the Soviet Union, the center of international 
communism. ‘The interests of France are not his unless they work 
also to increase the relative power of the Soviets. Yet Maurice 
Thorez might well become Premier if the Communists came to power 
in France. 

A bullnecked, muscular man of 57, Thorez is most at home ha- 
ranguing a crowd of workers. On such occasions he is apt to demon- 
strate his ruthless and domineering character. An American reporter 
noted that at one rally Thorez knocked a heckler sprawling with a 
“ham-fisted slap” that sent the victim’s cap 10 feet in the air. 

In the course of his life Thorez has been many things—cval miner, 
farmhand, bargeman, and house painter. His earliest memory is said 
to be of a mining accident in which hundreds were killed. He himself 
went to work in the coal pits at the age of 12. By the end of the 
First World War, Thorez was already so notorious an agitator that 
he was blacklisted in the mines. He received little formal education 
during his youth, but has read widely and is considered to have a 
knowledge not only of Marxist doctrine but of classical literature as 
well. It is reported that he is fond of playing the flute, as relaxation 
from the daily round of Communist politics and intrigues. 

From the beginning of his Communist Party days, Maurice Thorez 
has declared his loyalty to Soviet Russia. He joined the Socialist 
Party while still in his teens, but in 1920 was one of the founders of 
the French Communist Party. If communism could succeed in seiz- 
ing power in preindustrial Russia, French pioneer Communists rea- 
soned, it would surely be possible to carry through the revolution in 
industrial and capitalist France. In their eyes communism was “the 
wave of the future,” and they agreed always to subordinate their will 
to the eal of the Russian-dominated Communist Third Inter- 
national. 

Within 10 years Thorez had moved from local party member to 
Secretary-General of the entire French Communist Party. He was 
chosen secretary of the local party in the Pas-de-Calais Department 
in 1923 and of the surrounding region in the following year. At the 
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2 WHO ARE THEY? 


same time he became a member of the national Central Committee. 
In 1925 he made his first pilgrimage to Moscow. In 1928 he was 
elected to membership in the Executive Committee of the Third 
International and 2 years later became Secretary-General of the 
Communist Party of France. 

Thorez did not become known to the nation in general, however, 
until, in his thirties, he was elected to the Chamber of Deputies in 
1932. In 1936 he became leader of the Communist deputies. 

The Communists have sometimes paraded as the most devoted 
of French patriots who are committed to the defense of democracy. 
They did this shortly before World War II, when they urged French 
rearmament and resistance to Hitler’s blatant aggression. The 
Communists point also to the French underground and the resist- 
ance movement during the war, when, they said, they showed them- 
selves to be brave and effective fighters for the freedom of France. 
They assert also that, after victory had been won, they participated 
in setting up the Fourth Republic under de Gaulle fat: prohibited 
strikes or work stoppages in the critical period of reconstruction. 
But this is only part of the picture. Thorez and his party have 
sought to hide the full story of what happened, the story of their 
treachery and desertion of France in her hour of greatest need. 
Nor do they speak of the actual reasons for their support of French 
rearmament in the 1930’s. 

In 1934 Thorez laid down the line that was to guide the French 
Communist Party for the next few years, when he proclaimed a 
“Popular Front of Work, Peace, and Liberty.” The following year 
Moseow made it the policy for all Communist parties. Thorez and 
the French Communists were publicly praised by the Comintern for 
showing ‘‘the international proletariat how to fight fascism.” Stalin 
thought that Cormmunist Russia would be first on Hitler’s list of vic- 
tims of all-out aggression, and he wanted assistance from the other 
European countries. The French Communists obligingly joined with 
other parties in a “popular front.’”’ They called for French rearma- 
ment and collective resistance to fascist aggression, and put their total 
strength into seeking the defense of the Soviet motherland through 
Western rearmament. 

The interest of Thorez and the French Communists in the defense 
of the Soviet Union rather than France is shown even more clearly 
by their response to the signing of the Ribbentrop-Molotov pact in 
1939. The former archenemies, Fascist Germany and Communist 
Russia, became allies; Stalin presumably was now secure against 
attack. From that date until Hitler attacked Russia 2 years later, 
the French Communists did everything in their power to delay French 
participation in the war and then tried to weaken national morale 
when France did enter the war against Hitler. While the pact 
guaranteeing Soviet security was in operation, the Communists 
preached that the war was merely a conflict between rival capitalist 
systems to which the working class should be indifferent. 

In September 1939 Thorez was drafted into the army in the general 
French conscription, but immediately deserted and turned up in 
Moscow. He was court-martialed in absentia and sentenced to pri- 
son as a deserter. It was not until October 1944 that this guilt was 
expunged and he was granted an amnesty. Thorez was typical of 
the French Communists in this regard.. When France. fell in June 
of 1940 and de Gaulle issued his dramatic call for all Frenchmen to 
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join the Resistance, the Communists were not interested. Some 
individual party members were patriotic and recognized that after 
all their native land was France and not Soviet Russia. These few 
did take up arms with the Free French army of de Gaulle. But 
these very men were later reviled because they had broken party 
discipline and worked against. Germany, an ally of the Soviet Union. 

Thus despite all the claims of the French Communists to be the 
“party of the martyrs” and the leaders of the Resistance, the fact is 
that they did not resist Hitler when their own country was attacked. 
They became patriots only a full year later when Germany attacked 
the object of their real loyalty, the Soviet Union. Then the excel- 
lently organized Communist Party network was put at the service of 
the anti-Hitler coalition. However, the claim made by the party after 
the war that 75,000 Communists died fighting in the maquis for the 
liberation is pure myth. Though they have been challenged to prove 
it many times, the Communists have never been able to publish the 
names of the “fallen comrades.” 

After the liberation there was seemingly a real possibility that the 
‘party of Maurice Thorez” would be legally elected to power in 
France. Under the influence of Communist propaganda many forgot 
the Communist treachery early in the war and remembered only the 
appeasement of Hitler at Munich before the war. The Communists 
also used the “‘big lie’ technique by claiming all the credit for leader- 
ship of the wartime resistance movement. 

The elections of 1945, the first in 9 years, showed the Communists 
to be the strongest single party, but they did not have a majority. 
Once again Thorez undertook the strategy of the popular front 
coalition with other parties. ‘This time he had hopes of being vic- 
torious. 

Thorez went even so far as to follow government policy and oppose 
the Communist independence movement in Indochina. He said that 
he wished ardently to see the French flag fly over all corners of the 
French Union. After all, should France become a “people’s democ- 
racy,” the Communists did not want to lose this valuable colony. 
The alliance with the Socialists and Popular Republicans was short- 
lived. In 1947 the Communists were ejected from the Cabinet and 
the war in Indochina promptly became an imperialist war, according 
to Thorez’s propaganda. Ho Chi Minh’s government was now the 
“First Democracy in Asia.” 

This break with the French “capitalists” came about because of the 
increasing tension between the U. S. S. R. and the free world; the 
danger the Commmfnists faced of losing control over the labor move- 
ment; their support of the strikes; and the realization by the party 
that it could not come to power via the ballot box. 

From then until 1954, Thorez led the party into isolation, opposing 
the government and waiting for the catastrophe that would bring the 
Communists to power. 

Thorez has used every opportunity during the cold war to enhance 
the power of the Soviets and cripple the ability of the free world to 
defend itself and remain economically strong. The Soviet Union 
opposed the Marshall Plan in 1947, so Thorez charged that France 
was sclling its soul to the United States by accepting Marshall Plan 
aid. The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) was designed 
to enable the United States and Western Europe to defend themselves 
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against Soviet aggression, but the French Communists charged NATO 
was set up to threaten Soviet Russia with attack by the capitalist 
powers and would thus increase the danger of starting a third world 
war. Thorez claimed also that NATO would provide an excuse for 
stationing American troops in France and thus giving the United 
States military control over the country. 

The Soviet Union has opposed German rearmament and stands in 
dread of a reunified Germany allied with the free world. Thorez has 
accordingly opposed German rearmament by exacerbating the linger- 
ing Franco-German ill feeling and trying to convince the French 
people that a rearmed Germany will attack France once again. 

European economic cooperation and integration which increases the 
economic well-being of Western Europe decreases the Communists’ 
chances of coming to power. It enables also these nations to offer 
more effective resistance to Soviet threats. The French Communists 
accordingly have opposed all these projects from the Schuman Plan 
(Kuropean Coal an Steel Community) down to the new Common 
Market and Euratom. In each instance Maurice Thorez has thus 
urged policies which serve the interests of Soviet Russia, but he has 
deceptively defended these policies as being in the interest of France. 

Nothing, however, has demonstrated Thorez’s pattern of behavior 
better than his reaction last year to the brutal repression of the 
Hungarian revolution by the Soviet Army. Many French intel- 
lectuals, like Jean Paul Sartre, broke with the party in disgust. In 
many cases, even Communist trade unionists joined non-Communist 
colleagues in contributing an extra hour’s pay for the benefit of 
Hungarian refugees. In contrast to the indignation felt by the 
population in France, Thorez, however, fully supported the Soviet 
move, and went even so far as to proclaim a nationwide demonstration 
strike called the “Great Day of Unity and Action against Fascism,” 
a move which failed miserably. 

Symptomatically, Thorez has also given only nodding approval to 
Khrushchey’s policy of de-Stalinization. About the only bow made 
by Thorez to the termination of the cult of personality was the re- 
moval of his own picture from “the gallery of immortals” at the last 
French Communist Party Congress. He continues to praise Stalin, 
however, and to rule his party by Stalinist methods. He can do little 
else, for Maurice Thorez has developed about himself a personality 
cult second only to Stalin’s. He is the subject of more awe and adula- 
tion and is showered with more gifts and testimonials than any other 
leader in the Communist world. Obviously he could not denounce 
Stalin without at the same time ending his own gétlike rule over the 
French party. 

Thorez remains today the absolute leader of the party in France, 
despite the stroke he suffered in 1950 and the long time he spent out 
of the country recuperating under the ministering hands of Moscow 
physicians. While he was away, Jacques Duclos, No. 2 man in the 
party, fought off the ambitious ones who would seize leadership, but 
an even more watchful vigil is kept by Jeannette Vermeersch, Thorez’s 
brilliant blond wife. 

To sum up, all available evidence reveals Thorez to be only a faithful 
sputnik of Moscow. Should he ever succeed in his ambition to seize 
power in France, this western citadel of democracy would become a 
thing of the past and France would be reduced overnight to the 
ignominious status of a Soviet satellite. 








PALMIRO TOGLIATTI 
(Secretary-General of the Italian Communist Party) 


As head of the largest Communist Party in the free world, Palmiro 
Togliatti must be regarded in the West as one of the most dangerous 
men outside the Soviet empire. He has made the party, second 
numerically in Italy, a highly organized one, with cells in every 
significant social and economic organization throughout the country. 
Through the party, Togliatti controls the Italian General Confedera- 
tion of Labor, and he has at his disposal efficient and fanatic strong- 
arm squads ready to go into action whenever necessary. The Com- 
munists actually participated in the Italian Government up to May 
1947, with Togliatti himself holding successively the posts of Minister 
without Portfolio, Vice Premier and Minister of Justice. The party 
is now unquestionably having its difficulties, but its strength must 
not be underestimated when it bids again for power in the Italian 
national elections next spring. 

Togliatti burst upon the Italian scene from his safe refuge in the 
Soviet Union in March 1944, in the wake of advancing American 
armies. He was attired picturesquely in a blue Soviet-cut suit over 
a prizefighter’s striped sweater, and made himself seen everywhere. 
After the liberation of each city by the Allied forces, he arrived as the 
symbol of the Communist Party. The Communist propaganda 
sources went all out to picture him as a fighter always on hand in the 
party’s difficult moments, and praised him as a powerful thinker who 
could identify effortlessly the correct party line and firmly root out 
“deviations.” Was he not a close friend of Stalin for years, with 
access to the innermost secrets of the Communist International? 
Everyone knew him to be the Soviet-appointed head of the Italian 
branch of the Communist world organization. 

Equally energetically, but with less publicity, Togliatti set to work 
to establish himself as the real boss of the Italian Communist Party, 
and to advance his twofold aim—seizure of power in Italy, and support 
of the foreign policy of the Soviet Union. Wily, skillful, ruthless, he 
tried every approach at his command to carry out these aims, and did 
not hesitate to discard cynically one line and use another whenever 
he thought it best. 

At first he reversed the previous Communist position and proposed 
cooperation with the Italian monarchy, with collaboration and 
friendship all around. He used the familiar device of the “popular 
front’”’ to lay the groundwork which he hoped would make Italy a 
“people’s democracy.” He participated in a coalition with the Socialists 
and the Christian Democrats, and shared in ruling Italy for several 
years. Then, failing to attain power this way, he tried to win through 
new party alinements. 

Togliatti managed to gain control of the labor movement, both by 
infiltrating the national labor association, and by participating in the 
numerous strikes developing from the desperate economic plight of the 
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workers right after the war. But, as time went on, it became clear 
that Togliatti was unable to contrive any policy to deal with the critical 
problems of national reconstruction (he went even so far as to vote 
against land reform in 1951). It was evident that what he really 
sought was to prevent the Italian people from attaining a better life, 
hoping that continued misery would bring him and the Communists 
to power. Many Italian workers realized that Togliatti’s party was 
devoting more attention to matters such as opposing German rearma- 
ment and promoting the Stockholm Peace Appeal, than to what the 
workers were really interested in—improvement of their own living 
and working conditions. 

Part of Togliatti’s program was to build a mass Communist Party 
with a broad basis of support among the voters that would also give 
him a stranglehold on the nation’s economy. From a handful of 
Communists in 1944, the party membership rose to 1,700,000 in 1945 
and 2,300,000 in 1949. (Since then membership has fallen.) Tog- 
liatti was sincere when he said in 1944 that the Communist Party must 
be a party of control over society, and not merely a party of opinion. 
He started cells in each factory and local shop, each cooperative and 
mutual society, each woman’s club and youth organization. To keep 
this large amorphous movement in line, Togliatti instituted a strenuous 
program of indoctrination and training, so that all party members 
would respond instantly to his orders. The effectiveness of this 
training was shown in July 1948, when, following an attempt on 
Togliatti’s life, Communist “active groups” interrupted communica- 
tions between northern and southern Italy, occupied factories, cor- 
pletely isolated several cities, and in Genoa disabled armed police cars. 

It was particularly in the realm of foreign policy that Togliatti 
has shown that he lives only for the party and for the Soviet Union, 
the world headquarters of communism. He was against the Marshall 
Plan and NATO, the European Coal and Steel Community, the new 
European Economic Community, and Euratom. The Soviet Union 
also has opposed them all, for each of these programs has the effect 
of strengthening the free world both economically and militarily. 
Togliatti’s opposition to the Marshall Plan, so desperately needed in 
Italy, exposed his Communist Party as “un-Italian” and operating 
only in the interests of Soviet Russia. He especially hurt Italian 
nationalist feelings when he supported Communist Yugoslavia’s posi- 
tion on the Trieste problem—a position which meant that he stood 
for Communist international interests rather than for those of Italy. 

Most Italians recoiled in horror and disgust before the brutality of 
the Soviet intervention in Hungary. Yet Togliatti defended even the 
Soviet actions there. He said that Soviet intervention in Hungary 
was “something serious, painful and bitter,’”’ but still necessary. 

Togliatti went so far as to reverse himself in regard to his old friend, 
Stalin. After having idolized him for years and even after flying to 
Moscow to attend his funeral, Togliatti went along with Khrushchey 
(though not until after some delay) in attacking the Soviet dictator. 

The complex social and political scene of Italy, divided into numer- 
ous groups with their own interests and opinions, has necessarily re- 
flected itself in the composition of the Communist Party. Togliatti 
has skillfully managed to balance groupings within the party so that 
his contro] was not upset and no one faction split the party by making 
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its special position dominant. This has meant keeping together the 
“hard” and “soft”? Communists, the ‘‘Stalinists’”’ and the “liberals.” 
In his relations with Moscow, he has had. also to maneuver carefully, 
twisting and turning to follow whichever policy was in favor at. the 
moment in Soviet Russia. The crisis caused by de-Stalinization and 
the rise of national communism has forced him several times to shift 
his stand and emphasis, but he is still maintaining his position and has 
avoided any open break with Moscow. 

Toghiatti’s ability to change his thinking in accordance with the 

arty line was developed durmg a long career in subversion. Born on 
Palm Sunday, 1893 (whence his first name, Palmiro), he entered 
political life when he was only a law student at Turin University, He 
soon joined the Socialist Party in Turin, but in 1921 he became a 
member of the Italian Communist Party upon its formation. In 
1922 he was elected a member of the Central Committee and became 
chief editor of Communista. 

When Mussolini’s Fascists staged their famous march on Rome 
the same year, Togliatti was arrested. One account says that he 
escaped the firing squad only an instant before the rifles went off. 
In 1924 he went to Moscow for the first time to attend a meeting 
of the Communist International. Returning to Italy, he lived ‘‘under- 
ground” under the name Ercole Ercoli. In 1926 ‘he finally fled the 
country and spent the next 18 years in subversion and intrigue all 
over Europe. In 1927 he was named Secretary General of the Ttalian 
Communist Party and rose rapidly in the hierarchy of the Communist 
International. He spent part of his time in the Soviet Union, and 
is reported to have become a Soviet citizen. 

Togliatti’s exile, instead of putting an end to his political career, 
made him a Communist chieftain of stellar importance. A member 
of the Communist International Executive Committee in Moscow, 
he is supposed to have been one of the few Western Communists who 
enjoyed Stalin’s personal trust. The Soviet dictator showed his con- 
fidence in the Italian leader by assigning him in 1937 to the Spanish 
Communist Party during the Civil War. Togliatti did his work in 
Spain so effectively that the weak and insignificant party he found 
on his arrival became the dominating force in the Loyalist popular 
front. When the Spanish Republic fell in 1939, he fled to France, 
where he was imprisoned for half a year. He returned to the Russian 
Comintern headquarters in 1940, and during World War II he broad- 
cast to the Italian people from Moscow under the alias Mario Correnti, 
calling on the country to unite in a common effort to drive out the 
Germans. Thus, when Togliatti returned to Italy in 1944, he had 
been known for 18 years only as Ercole Ercoli and Mario Correnti; 
Palmiro Togliatti had ceased to exist, and it took the full resources 
of the Communist propaganda to resurrect him again. 

Faced today with the growing disillusionment of the Italian people 
with the Communists, Togliatti has a fight on his hands—a fight to 
retain his own power, a fight to keep the Italian Communist Party 
united, and a fight to prevent further,decline in the party’s member- 
ship. It is difficult for communism to be a successful mass movement 
in any Western nation that is experiencing economic prosperity under 
capitalism. Many of the men and women of Italy who were Com- 
munists had looked on Stalin as the Baffone, or “Big Moustaches” 
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who would some day come to them and solve all their problems. 
Could they now continue to place their trust in Togliatti or in the 
other Soviet leaders who denounced their sentimental hero as a 
murderer in the de-Stalinization campaign? 

The resourceful Togliatti has weathered such storms before. He 
is certain to come up with new propaganda lines, new lies, new appeals 
to the emotions. His drive for power, to which he has dedicated all 
his life, remains as strong as ever. None can doubt that should he 
succeed in his aims, the fall of a free Italy would deliver a severe blow 
to the defense system of Western Europe. 
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